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Board of Trustees:
January 2023 

Academic Term:
Fall 2026 

Subject Code
UST - Urban Studies 

Course Number:
2020 

Title:
Urban Cultures 

Catalog Description:
Examination of cultural diversity within urban populations. Special emphasis on 
interaction of groups and value systems. 

Credit Hour(s):
3 

Lecture Hour(s):
3 
Lab Hour(s):
0 

Other Hour(s):
0 

Requisites
Prerequisite and Corequisite
ENG-1010 College Composition I or ENG-101H Honors College Composition I; or departmental approval. 

Outcomes
Course Outcome(s):
Describe and compare diverse social groups and micro-cultures within Western and non-Western urban environments. 

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Cultural Sensitivity: Demonstrate sensitivity to the beliefs, views, values, and practices of cultures within and beyond the United 
States. 

Objective(s):
1. Describe the variety of cultures among urban populations. 
2. Distinguish the forces that maintain cultural diversity in cities. 
3. Compare and contrast cultural values and practices of different urban cultures. 
4. Recognize cultural factors of historical growth and development of cities. 
5. Compare and contrast the migration and adaptation of diverse groups. 
6. Demonstrate knowledge of urban cultural theory and applications to immigration, ethnicity, diversity, and adaptation. 
7. Identify and evaluate theories of adaptation and their applications to urban groups or microcultures.

Course Outcome(s):
Recognize the different research methods used in social science disciplines. 
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Objective(s):
1. Identify and explain qualitative research methods.
2. Identify and explain quantitative research methods.
3. Compare different research methods.
4. Analyze ethical issues raised in research practice, design, and findings.

Course Outcome(s):
Evaluate policies and applications to specific urban issues. 

Objective(s):
1. Explain range of information sources used in social science disciplines.
2. Support research findings.

Methods of Evaluation:
1. Quizzes
2. Examinations
3. Presentations
4. Written assignments
5. Research project/paper
6. Discussions
7. Interviews and/or fieldwork
8. Class participation

Course Content Outline:
1. Introduction to theories of comparative adaptation

a. Appropriation
b. Amalgamation
c. Acculturation
d. Pluralism
e. Assimilation 

2. Urban cultural theory and methodologies of social science disciplines
a. Anthropology
b. Sociology
c. Economics
d. Political science
e. Urban studies

3. Location in cities and theories
a. Migration
b. Settlement
c. Adaptation

4. Manifestation of ethnic and racial diversity in urban areas
a. Patterns of segregation
b. Cultural organization
c. Economic organization
d. Political organization

5. Varieties of urban ecological adaptations
a. Pre-industrial
b. Post-industrial
c. Contemporary issues 

6. Cultural diversity   
a. Marriage, kinship, and family comparisons
b. Language
c. Art
d. Music 



UST-2020: Urban Cultures 3

e. Literature
f. Film/TV
g. Food
h. Clothing
i. "Pop" culture
j. Religion and values

7. Cultural/social change and impact of factors on urban environment
a. Physical 
b. Demographic
c. Lifestyles
d. Political 
e. Economic

8. Challenges and successes: Policies and applications to urban problems in Western and Non-Western examples
a. Poverty 
b. Population increases or decreases 
c. Sustainability 
d. Other 

9. Social science research methodologies   
a. Quantitative methods
b. Qualitative methods
c. Ethical issues raised in research practice, design, and findings 

Religious Accommodation

Before reviewing the course schedule, students should carefully review the following religious accommodation policy and other 
required instructional policies:

Religious Accommodation:

Students seeking an accommodation for absences permitted under Ohio's Testing Your Faith Act must provide the instructor 
with written notice of the specific dates for which the student requires an accommodation and must do so not later than fourteen 
(14) days after the first day of instruction. Please submit requests for accommodations at this link: https://portal2.tri-c.edu/
ReligiousAccommodation/ Religious Accommodation Form. Students with questions about their religious accommodations under 
Ohio's Testing Your Faith Act may contact the College's Office of General Counsel and Legal Services by phone at 216.987.4856 or via 
email at legal@tri-c.edu.

Other Required Instructional Policies:

https://www.tri-c.edu/student-resources/curriculum/documents/syllabus-part-b.pdf

Weekly Schedule

  Topics
Week 1 Introduction
Week 2 Cities: Problems and Opportunities
Week 3 Economic Development
Week 4 City as Community
Week 5 Environment and Sustainability
Week 6 Environment and Sustainability
Week 7 Urban Development Patterns
Week 8 Populations and Representation
Week 9 Creating Urban Infrastructure
Week 10 Future Infrastructure
Week 11 Urban Housing
Week 12 Urban Housing
Week 13 Suburbanism and its Effects
Week 14 Urban Culture

https://portal2.tri-c.edu/ReligiousAccommodation/
https://portal2.tri-c.edu/ReligiousAccommodation/
https://www.tri-c.edu/student-resources/curriculum/documents/syllabus-part-b.pdf
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Week 15 Urban Culture
Week 16 Final Exam

The Course Schedule is subject to change due to pedagogical needs, instructor discretion, parts of term, and unexpected events.

Required/Recommended Readings
• Serbulo, L. Urban Literacy: Learning to Read the City Around You, https://pdx.pressbooks.pub/urbandevelopment/
• Vishaan Chakrabarti: A Country of Cities: A Manifeesto for an Urban American  book discussion. https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=OUWP43w1X3I (https://www.youtube.com/watch/?v=OUWP43w1X3I).  Parting Words by Jane Jacobs.
• Chakrabarti, V. (2021, October). A vision of sustainable housing for all of humanity. TED Talk. https://www.ted.com/

talks/vishaan_chakrabarti_a_vision_of_sustainable_housing_for_all_of_humanity (https://www.ted.com/talks/
vishaan_chakrabarti_a_vision_of_sustainable_housing_for_all_of_humanity/)

• Peirce, W. S. (2015, May). Henry George and Jane Jacobs on the sources of economic growth. American Journal of Economics and 
Sociology, 74(3).

• laeser, E.  (2011, February 10). If you love nature, move to the city.   https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/if-you-love-nature-
move-city (https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/if-you-love-nature-move-city/)

• Website exploration—National League of Cities: https://www.nlc.org/initiative/sustainability-and-resilience/
• Stevens, A. (2021, June 30). Cities and metro regions partner with NOAA to map heat inequities. https://www.nlc.org/

article/2021/06/30/cities-and-metro-regions-partner-with-noaa-to-map-heat-inequities/
• CBS News. (2018, December 18). Year's scariest statistic: 90.5% of plastic not recycled. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/years-

scariest-statistic-90-5-for-share-of-plastic-not-recycled/?utm_campaign=November+28+-+Sustainability+News_Highly+Engaged
+(HELsaN)&amp;utm_medium=email&amp;_ke=eyJrbF9lbWFpbCI6ICJtaWNoZWxsZS5mb3N0ZXIyQGdtYWlsLmNvbSIsICJrbF9jb21wYW55X2lkIjogIlBWQTY5RiJ9&amp;utm_source=Highly
+Engaged:+Purchased+at+least+3+times+in+the+last+year (https://www.cbsnews.com/news/years-scariest-
statistic-90-5-for-share-of-plastic-not-recycled/?utm_campaign=November+28+-+Sustainability+News_Highly+Engaged
+(HELsaN)&amp;utm_medium=email&amp;_ke=eyJrbF9lbWFpbCI6ICJtaWNoZWxsZS5mb3N0ZXIyQGdtYWlsLmNvbSIsICJrbF9jb21wYW55X2lkIjogIlBWQTY5RiJ9&amp;utm_source=Highly
+Engaged:+Purchased+at+least+3+times+in+the+last+year)

• Folmer, J. J. (2022, May 10). All plastics are recyclable. Why not recycle them all? https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=bAGwPSZRZpY (https://www.youtube.com/watch/?v=bAGwPSZRZpY)

• Electric Viking, The. (2022, July 13). MIT scientists discover how to fully reverse climate change. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=fpf68Um_b_w (https://www.youtube.com/watch/?v=fpf68Um_b_w)

• United Nations. (n.d.). What is climate change? https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/what-is-climate-change (https://
www.un.org/en/climatechange/what-is-climate-change/)?

• School of Life, The. (2015, January 26), How to make an attractive city. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hy4QjmKzF1c 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch/?v=Hy4QjmKzF1c)

• Howard, B. C. (2013). Why cities are safer than rural areas: 5 surprising facts. National Geographic.   https://
www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/article/130724-surprising-facts-cities-safer-rural-areas-injury-deaths (https://
www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/article/130724-surprising-facts-cities-safer-rural-areas-injury-deaths/)

• Davidson, Mark and Martin, D. (2014). “Introduction to city as setting.”  In Urban Politics.
• Fischer, C. S. (1984). Happiness: The urban discontent. In The Urban Experience.
• Barnett, E. (2017, April 3). How Seattle is dismantling a NIMBY power structure. https://nextcity.org/features/seattle-nimbys-

neighborhood-planning-decisions (https://nextcity.org/features/seattle-nimbys-neighborhood-planning-decisions/)
• Litman, (2015, July 9). Guidance for good urban density. https://www.planetizen.com/node/79342 (https://www.planetizen.com/

node/79342/)
• Spielman, S., and Folch. (2018). Differences within cities. In Urban Analytics.
• Guillory, F. (2014, November 17). Report: South Urgently Needs an Infrastructure of Opportunity. The American Prospect. https://

prospect.org/2014/11/17/report-south-urgently-needs-infrastructure-opportunity/  
• Harati, M. (2021, November 19). Building an infrastructure of opportunity. LISC stories. https://www.lisc.org/our-stories/story/

building-infrastructure-opportunity/  
• DeGood, K. (2021, June 28). Building infrastructure that supports opportunity, equity, and sustainability. American Progress.

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/building-infrastructure-supports-opportunity-equity-sustainability/ 
• Aspen Institute. Building the infrastructure of tomorrow. 2022, January 25). https://www.aspeninstitute.org/publications/building-

the-infrastructure-of-tomorrow/  
• Johnson, C. Y. (2012, September 20). Massive housing experiment finds those who moved to less-impoverished neighborhoods 

were happier. https://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/health-wellness/2012/09/20/massive-housing-experiment-finds-those-who-
moved-less-impoverished-neighborhoods-were-happier/VJrJ04voNcQ895eA1v9C6I/story.html  

• Ellis, J. G. (2004). Explaining residential density. eScholarship. Places, 16(2). http://escholarship.org/uc/item/2np5t9ct (http://
escholarship.org/uc/item/2np5t9ct/) 

• Trumm, D. (2017, February 15). What upzoning can do. The Urbanist. https://www.theurbanist.org/what-upzoning-can-do/
• Stammers, R. (2022, May 20). Top 4 things that determine a home’s value. Investopedia. https://www.investopedia.com/articles/

mortgages-real-estate/08/housing-appreciation.asp 
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• Fischer, C. S. (1984). Effects of Suburbanism. In The Urban Experience.
• Bhatti, S. S. Tripathi, N. K., Nagai, M., & Nitivattananon, V. (2017). Spatial interrelationships of quality of life with land use and 

land cover demography and urbanization. Social Indicators Research, 132, 1193-1216
Gruebner, O., Rapp, M. A., Adli, M., Kluge, U., Galea, S., & Heinz, A. (2017). Cities and mental health. Medicine, 114, 121-127.
English, J. (2018, April 16). Why New York stopped building subways. Bloomberg. https://www.bloomberg.com/news/
articles/2018-04-16/why-won-t-new-york-city-build-more-subways
Davidson, Mark and Martin, D. (2014). “Making space in multicultural city.”  In Urban Politics.

Resources for the Instructor
Duneier, M. (2000) Sidewalk. Farrar, Stratuss and Giroux.

Gastman, R., Neelon, C., Smyrski, A., & Lukas. A. (2007) Street World: Urban Culture from Five Continents. Abrahms Books.

Gmelch, G., & Kuppinger, P. (2018) Urban Life: Readings in Urban Anthropology. (6th ed.). Waveland Press Inc.

Jenks, C. (2004) Urban Culture: Critical Concepts in Literature and Cultural Studies. Routledge.

Kennedy, L. (2022) Race and Urban Space in Contemporary American Culture. Edinburgh University Press.

LeGates, R. T. , & Stout, F. (Eds). (2020) The City Reader. Routledge.

Lopez-Gonzalez, C. (2021) The Latinx Urban Condition: Trauma, Memory, and Desire in Latinx Urban Literature and Culture. Lexington 
Books.

Stevenson, D. (2003) Cities and Urban Cultures. Open University Press.

Turley, A. C. (2016) Urban Culture: Exploring Cities and Cultures. Routledge.

Zukin, S. (1996) Cultures of Cities. Wiley and Sons.
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