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Academic Term:
Fall 2026 

Subject Code
THEA - Theatre Arts 

Course Number:
1550 

Title:
Practicum in Technical Theatre 

Catalog Description:
Practical experience in stage work in a department production or department approved special project. Emphasis on backstage 
assistant, carpentry, painting, design assistant, assistant stage manager, stage manager or assistant technical director. Repeatable. 
No more than four credits may be applied to elective degree requirements. 

Credit Hour(s):
2 

Other Hour(s):
14 

Other Hour Details:
Concentrated practice: 14 hours per week 

Requisites
Prerequisite and Corequisite
THEA-1430 Introduction to Scenery and Stagecrafts, or concurrent enrollment. 

Outcomes
Course Outcome(s):
Perform backstage or design duties as required by the director or technical director. 

Objective(s):
1. Discuss the creative aspects of the rehearsal process. 
2. Critique the experience in a post mortem discussion 

Course Outcome(s):
Demonstrate and understand theatre production. 

Objective(s):
1. Successfully go through the pre-production process. 
2. Analyze a script. 
3. Research production techniques. 
4. Assist technicians during the various phases of the technical rehearsal process. 
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Methods of Evaluation:
1. Observation by the director or technical director
2. Regular assessment by artistic staff of specific production
3. Critical paper detailing the process or production experience

Course Content Outline:
1. Active participation in a college sponsored performance

a. Theatre
b. Dance

2. Preproduction
a. Design
b. Build
c. Music
d. Dance
e. Acting

3. Rehearsals
a. Production meetings
b. Design plan execution

4. Technical rehearsals
a. Cue to cue
b. Dress/tech
c. Final dress/preview

5. Performances(s)
6. Strike
7. Post mortem 

a. Process
b. Production

Religious Accommodation

Before reviewing the course schedule, students should carefully review the following religious accommodation policy and other 
required instructional policies:

Religious Accommodation:

Students seeking an accommodation for absences permitted under Ohio's Testing Your Faith Act must provide the instructor 
with written notice of the specific dates for which the student requires an accommodation and must do so not later than fourteen 
(14) days after the first day of instruction. Please submit requests for accommodations at this link: https://portal2.tri-c.edu/
ReligiousAccommodation/ Religious Accommodation Form. Students with questions about their religious accommodations under 
Ohio's Testing Your Faith Act may contact the College's Office of General Counsel and Legal Services by phone at 216.987.4856 or via 
email at legal@tri-c.edu.

Other Required Instructional Policies:

https://www.tri-c.edu/student-resources/curriculum/documents/syllabus-part-b.pdf

Weekly Schedule

  Topics
Week 1 Orientation. Meet with advisor.
Week 2 Pre-production process.
Week 3 Attend production meetings and designer presentations.
Week 4 Introduction to shop processes and build schedule.
Week 5 Participate in scenic build.
Week 6 Participate in scenic build.
Week 7 Participate in scenic build.
Week 8 Participate in scenic build.
Week 9 Participate in hang and focus.
Week 10 Participate in load in of design elements.
Week 11 Participate in tech week.

https://portal2.tri-c.edu/ReligiousAccommodation/
https://portal2.tri-c.edu/ReligiousAccommodation/
https://www.tri-c.edu/student-resources/curriculum/documents/syllabus-part-b.pdf
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Week 12 Provide technical support for performances. Run crew or board operations.
Week 13 Provide technical support for performances. Run crew or board operations.
Week 14 Participate in strike.
Week 15 Review experience with advisor. Submit journals.
Week 16 Final exam.

The Course Schedule is subject to change due to pedagogical needs, instructor discretion, parts of term, and unexpected events.

Required/Recommended Readings
Readings may be selected from the following supplemental materials:

• Illustrated Theatre Production Guide by John Holloway & Zachary Stribling
• Technical Theater for Nontechnical People by Drew Campbell
• Stagecraft Fundamentals: A Guide and Reference for Theatrical Production by Rita Kogler Carver

Resources for the Instructor
Winchip, Susan. Fundamentals of Lighting. New York: Fairchild Publications, 2008. 

Pohlmann, Ken. Principles of Digital Audio. 5th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2005. 

Carter, Paul. Backstage Handbook: An illustrated Almanac of Technical Information. 3rd ed. Shelter Island, NY: Broadway Press, 2003. 

Gillette, J. Michael. Theatrical Design and Production: An Introduction to Scene Design and Construction, Lighting, Sound Costume, and 
Make up. 6th ed. Boston: McGraw Hill, 2008. 

Parker, W. Oren, R. Craig Wolf and Dick Block. Scene Design and Stage Lighting. 9th ed. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 
2009. 

Holloway, John. Illustrated Theatre Production Guide. 4th. Routledge, 2020.

Ingham, Rosemary and Liz Covey. The Costume Technician's Handbook. 3rd ed. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann Drama, 2003. 

Campbell, Drew; Brandwine, Joel. Technical Theater for Nontechnical People. 4th. Allworth, 2026.

Carver, Rita. Stagecraft Fundamentals A Guide and Reference for Theatrical Production. 4th. Routledge, 2023.

Instructional Services
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Transfer Assurance Guide OAH026 

Top of page 
Key: 4191


