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Viewing: THEA-1430 : Introduction to Scenery and Stagecrafts
Board of Trustees:
May 2026 

Academic Term:
Fall 2026 

Subject Code
THEA - Theatre Arts 

Course Number:
1430 

Title:
Introduction to Scenery and Stagecrafts 

Catalog Description:
Workshop in technical theatre to include scenery, lighting, costumes, properties and sound by classroom study and laboratory 
work. Interested students may be assigned to productions. Repeatable. No more than six credits may be applied to elective degree 
requirements. 

Credit Hour(s):
3 

Lecture Hour(s):
2 
Lab Hour(s):
2 

Requisites
Prerequisite and Corequisite
None. 

Outcomes
Course Outcome(s):
A.Perform scene and prop construction, set up stage rigging and lighting, and utilize theatrical applications of audio in accordance 
with the principles and practices of technical theatre, costuming, make-up and stage management. 

Objective(s):
1. Select, operate and use hand and power tools safely.
2. Demonstrate simple stage rigging and basic lighting set up.
3. Read and interpret simple theatre drawings and documents.
4. Identify safe uses of electrical devices for theatre applications.

Course Outcome(s):
B.Demonstrate knowledge of factors related to theatre. 

Objective(s):
1. Discuss the dangers and benefits of power tools.
2. Discuss the principles and practices of technical theatre.
3. Discuss theatrical application of audio equipment.
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4. Discuss how technical theatre relates to costuming, make-up and stage management.
5. Explain proper safety procedures in a scene shop and theatre.

Methods of Evaluation:
1. Quizzes
2. Exams
3. Classroom Participation

Course Content Outline:
1. Technical Theatre Terminology

a. Theatrical terms
b. Stage directions
c. Stage hardware

i. Lighting
ii. Sound

iii. Scenic
iv. Properties

d. Shop etiquette
e. Scenic techniques

i. Mechanisms/devices
ii. Construction

f. Drafting
g. Scenic painting

i. Materials
ii. Equipment

2. Theatre Safety
a. Dangers of power tools
b. Proper selection and use or power and hand tools
c. Proper selection and safe use of electrical devices for theatrical applications
d. Proper practices of working with electricity in a theatrical environment
e. Proper techniques and practices for working with rigging elements and house fly systems

3. Hands-on skills
a. Safe operation of power and hand tools
b. Safe operation of house fly system
c. Basic sound set up and operation
d. Read, create, and interpret a variety of theatre documents
e. Basic painting techniques
f. Identify elements, tools, and equipment of the theatre and its various spaces

Religious Accommodation

Before reviewing the course schedule, students should carefully review the following religious accommodation policy and other 
required instructional policies:

Religious Accommodation:

Students seeking an accommodation for absences permitted under Ohio's Testing Your Faith Act must provide the instructor 
with written notice of the specific dates for which the student requires an accommodation and must do so not later than fourteen 
(14) days after the first day of instruction. Please submit requests for accommodations at this link: https://portal2.tri-c.edu/
ReligiousAccommodation/ Religious Accommodation Form. Students with questions about their religious accommodations under 
Ohio's Testing Your Faith Act may contact the College's Office of General Counsel and Legal Services by phone at 216.987.4856 or via 
email at legal@tri-c.edu.

Other Required Instructional Policies:

https://www.tri-c.edu/student-resources/curriculum/documents/syllabus-part-b.pdf

https://portal2.tri-c.edu/ReligiousAccommodation/
https://portal2.tri-c.edu/ReligiousAccommodation/
https://www.tri-c.edu/student-resources/curriculum/documents/syllabus-part-b.pdf
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Weekly Schedule

  Topics
Week 1 Orientation and shop tour
Week 2 Theater history
Week 3 Shop etiquette and safety
Week 4 Reading drawings
Week 5 Drafting and scenic design
Week 6 Hand tools / Power Tools
Week 7 Stage hardware and materials. Scenic structure.
Week 8 Basic flats and platforms. Building unconventional pieces. Elements that move.
Week 9 Set building
Week 10 Set building: Welding and rigging
Week 11 Scenic painting
Week 12 Lighting instruments and design
Week 13 Sound instruments and design
Week 14 Properties and stage management
Week 15 Video and projection design in theater
Week 16 Final exam and presentation of final projects.

The Course Schedule is subject to change due to pedagogical needs, instructor discretion, parts of term, and unexpected events.

Required/Recommended Readings
Reading may be selected from the following resources: 

• Stagecraft Fundamentals: A Guide and Reference for Theatrical Production by Rita Kogler Carver
• Technical Theater for Nontechnical People by Drew Campbell
• The Stagecraft Handbook by Daniel A. Ionazzi
• Stagecraft 1: A Complete Guide to Backstage Work by William H. Lord

Resources for the Instructor
Hendrickson, Alan. Mechanical Design for the Stage. St Louis: Focal Press, 2008. 

Carter, Paul. Backstage Handbook: An Illustrated Almanac Of Technical Information. 3rd ed. Shelter Island, NY: Broadway Press, 2003. 

Parker, W. Oren, R. Craig Wolf and Dick Block. Scene Design and Stage Lighting. 10th. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2014.

Holloway, John. Illustrated Theatre Production Guide. 4th. Boston, MA: Focal Press, 2020.

Gilette, J. Michael. Theatrical Design and Production An Introduction to Scene Design and Construction, Lighting, Sound, Costume, and Make 
up. 9th. Boston: Mcgraw Hill, 2024.

Jeffus Larry. Welding: Principles and Applications. 9th. Cengage, 2021.

Carver, Rita Kogler. Stagecraft Fundamentals A Guide and Reference for Theatrical Production. 4th. Routledge, 2023.

Campbell, Drew. Technical Theater for Nontechnical People. 4th. Allworth, 2026.
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Ionazzi, Daniel A. The Stagecraft Handbook. Players Press, 1996.

Lord, William H. . Stagecraft 1--Textbook: A Complete Guide to Backstage Work. Meriwether, 2000.

Instructional Services
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Transfer Assurance Guide OAH028 
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