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Board of Trustees:
MAY 2025

Academic Term:
Fall 2026

Subject Code
PST - Plant Science/Landscape Tech.

Course Number:
1321

Title:
Evergreens, Groundcovers, and Herbaceous Landscape Plants

Catalog Description:

Covers the cultural requirements, growth habits, potential and correct landscape uses of herbaceous annuals, perennials, hardy bulbs,
groundcovers, and evergreen trees and shrubs.

Credit Hour(s):
3

Lecture Hour(s):
2

Lab Hour(s):

3

Requisites

Prerequisite and Corequisite
ENG-0995 Applied College Literacies, or appropriate score on English Placement Test; or departmental approval.

Note: ENG-0990 Language Fundamentals Il taken prior to Fall 2021 will also meet prerequisite requirements.

Outcomes
Course Outcome(s):
A. Use botanical nomenclature according to International Botanical Congress rules.

Objective(s):
1. Demonstrate knowledge of evergreen and herbaceous landscape plants through visual inspection and specific characteristics.
2. Demonstrate knowledge of botanical nomenclature.

Course Outcome(s):
B. Demonstrate a working knowledge of basic plant morphology.

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:

Not Applicable: No Essential Learning Outcomes mapped. This course does not require application-level assignments that
demonstrate mastery in any of the Essential Learning Outcomes.

Objective(s):
1. Describe stem morphology.
2. Describe leaf morphology.
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3. Describe floral morphology.
4. Describe fruit morphology.

Course Outcome(s):
C. Select appropriate evergreen trees and shrubs, groundcovers and herbaceous plants appropriate for specific landscape situations.

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:

Oral Communication: Demonstrate effective verbal and nonverbal communication for an intended audience that is clear, organized,
and delivered effectively following the standard conventions of that language.

Objective(s):

1. Identify approximately 50 evergreen trees, shrubs and groundcovers used in the landscape profession.

2. ldentify approximately 160 herbaceous annual and perennial plants used in the landscape profession.
3. Identify the cultural requirements for the plants learned in class.

4. Analyze climate conditions and predict survivability and health of evergreen and herbaceous landscape plants.

Methods of Evaluation:

1. Weekly plant identification quizzes

2. Weekly quiz on plant characteristics, cultural requirements, and uses
3. Individual student project

4. Final examination

Course Content Outline:

1. Botanical nomenclature
a. Family

b. Genus and species
c. Cultivar, variety, forma, and subspecies

2. Presentation of individual woody evergreen trees and shrubs
a. Binomial

b. Common name

c. ldentifying characteristics
i. Growth habit

ii. Leaf and twig
iii. Flower and fruit
d. Cultural requirements
i. Soil type and pH
ii. Moisture requirement
iii. Light requirement
e. Plant uses in landscape

3. Presentation of individual herbaceous annual and perennial plants
a. Binomial

b. Common name

c. ldentifying characteristics
i. Growth habit

ii. Leaf and twig
iii. Flower and fruit

d. Cultural requirements
i. Soil type and pH
ii. Moisture requirement
iii. Light requirement
e. Plant uses in landscape

4. Recommending plants for specific landscape situations
a. Soil analysis

b. Drainage analysis
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c. Location of planting bed
d. Light exposure

Religious Accommodation

Before reviewing the course schedule, students should carefully review the following religious accommodation policy and other
required instructional policies:

Religious Accommodation:

Students seeking an accommodation for absences permitted under Ohio's Testing Your Faith Act must provide the instructor

with written notice of the specific dates for which the student requires an accommodation and must do so not later than fourteen
(14) days after the first day of instruction. Please submit requests for accommodations at this link: https://portal2.tri-c.edu/
ReligiousAccommodation/ Religious Accommodation Form. Students with questions about their religious accommodations under
Ohio's Testing Your Faith Act may contact the College's Office of General Counsel and Legal Services by phone at 216.987.4856 or via
email at legal@tri-c.edu.

Other Required Instructional Policies:
https://www.tri-c.edu/student-resources/curriculum/documents/syllabus-part-b.pdf

Weekly Schedule
Topics

Week 1 Introduction to Course & Plant Identification
Week 2 Firs, Boxwoods, Cedars, & Heathers
Week 3 Chamaecyparis & Hollides

Week 4 Junipers

Week 5 Pines & Spruce

Week 6 Rhododendrons, Yews, & Hemlocks
Week 7 Grasses & Ferns

Week 8 Bulbs & Shrubby Perennials

Week 9 Shade Perennials

Week 10 Perennials for Pollinators

Week 11 Early Bloomers & Short Lived Perennials
Week 12 Groundcovers & Spreading Perennials
Week 13 Other Common Perennials

Week 14  Annuals |

Week 15  Annuals Il

Week 16  Final Exam & Project

The Course Schedule is subject to change due to pedagogical needs, instructor discretion, parts of term, and unexpected events.

Required/Recommended Readings
The Well-Tended Perennial Garden. Tracey Di Sabato-Aust.

Resources for the Instructor

DiSabato-Aust, Tracy. The Well-Tended Perennial Garden: The Essential Guide to Planting and Pruning Techniques. Third Edition. Timber
Press, Portland, OR, 2017.

Dirr, Michael. Manual of Woody Landscape Plants: Their Identification, Ornamental Characteristics, Culture, Propagation and Uses. Sixth
Edition. Stipes, 2009.

Still, Steven M. Manual of Herbaceous Ornamental Plants. 4th ed. Stipes Publishing, Champaign, IL, 1994.
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https://www.tri-c.edu/student-resources/curriculum/documents/syllabus-part-b.pdf
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Armitage, Allan M. Armitage'’s Native Plants for Noth American Gardens. First Edition. Timber Press, Portland, OR, 2006.

Armitage, Allan M. Herbaceous Perennial Plants: A Treatise on their Identification, Culture, and Garden Attributes. Fourth Edition. Stipes
Publishing, Champaign, IL, 2020.

Knapke, Debra Alison Beck. Annuals for Ohio. First Edition. Lone Pine Publishing, Auburn, WA, 2003.

Armitage, Allan M. Armitage’'s Manual of Annuals, Biennials, and Half-Hardy Perennials. First Edition. Timber Press, Portland, OR, 2001.

Knapke, Debra Alison Beck. Best Garden Plants for Ohio. First Edition. Lone Pine Publishing, Auburn, WA, 2006.

Additional Resources for the Instructor
the Missouri Botanical Garden Plant Finder. https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/plantfinder/plantfindersearch.aspx. 2025.

The Division of Wildlife Field Guide to Ohio Trees. https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/ohiodnr.gov/documents/wildlife/
backyard-wildlife/Pub%205509%20Trees%200f%200hio%20Field%20Guide.pdf. 2019.
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