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Subject Code
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Course Number:
202H

Title:
Honors Ethics

Catalog Description:

Study of systems and problems of human conduct with applications to moral problems and decisions. Emphasis on an in-depth study
of primary sources within philosophical tradition. Prepares students for further work in philosophy, applied ethics, and any area of
learning requiring reasoned views.

Credit Hour(s):
3

Lecture Hour(s):
3

Requisites

Prerequisite and Corequisite
ENG-101H Honors College Composition I, or ENG-1010 College Composition I, with a grade of "B" or higher; or departmental approval.

Outcomes
Course Outcome(s):
A. Interpret and analyze various ethical theories.

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:

Critical/Creative Thinking: Analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to consider problems/ideas and transform them in
innovative or imaginative ways.
Civic Responsibility: Analyze the results of actions and inactions with the likely effects on the larger local and/or global communities.

Written Communication: Demonstrate effective written communication for an intended audience that follows genre/disciplinary
conventions that reflect clarity, organization, and editing skills.

Objective(s):

. Explain the concept of ethics and the goals of descriptive, normative, and metaethics.

. Account for the rise in the field of applied ethics in the 20th century.

. Analyze and appraise Aristotle's virtue ethics as developed in the Nicomachean Ethics.

. Analyze and appraise Kant's deontological theory as developed in the Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals.
. Analyze and appraise Mill's teleological theory as developed in Utilitarianism.

. Using primary sources, analyze and appraise the ethical theory of at least one other philosopher such as: Plato, David Hume, G. E.
Moore, A. J. Ayer, Soren Kierkegaard, Jean-Paul Sartre, John Rawls, or Carol Gilligan.
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Course Outcome(s):
B. Interpret and assess the historical development of ethical theory.
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Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:

Critical/Creative Thinking: Analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to consider problems/ideas and transform them in
innovative or imaginative ways.

Information Literacy: Demonstrate contextual awareness of the research process through the reflective discovery of the production
and value of information, the use of information in the creation of new knowledge and ethical participation in the use of information in
communities of learning.

Written Communication: Demonstrate effective written communication for an intended audience that follows genre/disciplinary
conventions that reflect clarity, organization, and editing skills.

Objective(s):
1. Critically analyze major ethical theories spanning the history of philosophy.
2. Compare and contrast the dominant ethical theories and critically assess their strengths and weaknesses.

Course Outcome(s):

C. Differentiate between ethics and other fields of philosophic inquiry such as metaphysics as well as other fields of general inquiry
such as psychology.

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:

Critical/Creative Thinking: Analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to consider problems/ideas and transform them in
innovative or imaginative ways.

Information Literacy: Demonstrate contextual awareness of the research process through the reflective discovery of the production
and value of information, the use of information in the creation of new knowledge and ethical participation in the use of information in
communities of learning.

Written Communication: Demonstrate effective written communication for an intended audience that follows genre/disciplinary
conventions that reflect clarity, organization, and editing skills.

Objective(s):
1. Distinguish descriptive from prescriptive approaches to ethics.

2. Distinguish the argumentative focus of ethical reasoning from that found in other fields of philosophy including metaphysics,
epistemology, and politics.

3. Critically assess the differences between the approach to ethics taken in psychology and anthropology from philosophy.

Course Outcome(s):

D. Appraise the way various ethical theories can be applied to compelling ethical dilemmas, and assess the effectiveness of each
theory in resolving the moral difficulties inherent in each dilemma.

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:

Critical/Creative Thinking: Analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to consider problems/ideas and transform them in
innovative or imaginative ways.
Civic Responsibility: Analyze the results of actions and inactions with the likely effects on the larger local and/or global communities.

Written Communication: Demonstrate effective written communication for an intended audience that follows genre/disciplinary
conventions that reflect clarity, organization, and editing skills.

Objective(s):

1. Argumentatively justify resolutions to ethical dilemmas that are consistent with the main tenets of each theory.
2. Derive differences in resolutions to ethical dilemmas based on the theory used in the resolution.

3. Compare and contrast the resolutions to ethical dilemmas from various ethical theories.

Methods of Evaluation:

The Philosophy counterparts have agreed that the method of evaluation for 2000 level honors courses should be comprised of
writing assignments that account for at least 50% of the final grade. Some methods of evaluation include, but are not limited to, the
following:

1. Essay exams

2. Written analysis/research oriented assignment required

3. Interpretive papers of primary source material



4. Oral presentations
5. Quizzes/objective exams and/or objective exam questions

Course Content Outline:

1. Subject matter of ethics
a. Definition of "ethics”
i. Ethics and conduct

ii. Ethics and psychology
iii. The problem of freedom
b. Ethics and morality

c. Three enterprises of ethical inquiry
i. Descriptive ethics and social science

ii. Normative ethics: deontological and teleological justification
iii. Metaethics

2. Socrates/Plato
a. Knowledge and virtue

b. Development of the soul

3. Aristotle’s ethical theory
a. The good for humans

b. Virtues of character
i. Doctrine of the mean

ii. Theory of emotions

c. Intellectual virtues
i. Practical wisdom

ii. The good life

4. Augustine
a. Love

b. Free will and evil

5. Aquinas
a. Human freedom

b. Natural law
c. Human law
d. Divine law

6. Hume
a. Sentiment and utility

7. Kant's ethical theory
a. Good will and the ends of action

b. Motivation by duty or by inclination

c. The categorical imperative
i. Universal law formulation

ii. The universalization criterion

d. The categorical imperative: end-in-itself formulation
i. Being treated not merely as a means to ends

ii. Contrast between things and persons
e. Criticism of Kant"s theory

8. Utilitarianism
a. Bentham's and Mill's version of the greatest happiness principle

b. Mill's attempted proof of the utility principle
c. Preference utilitarianism
d. Problems with utilitarianism

9. G. E. Moore's intuitionistic metaethics
a. The naturalistic fallacy

b. The indefinability of good
c. Good and other normative values
d. Problems with Moore's arguments

10. John Rawl’s theory of justice
a. The original position

b. The nature of rights
c. Justice as fairness
11. Existentialist theory
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a. Essence and existence
b. Theistic and atheistic themes
c. Freedom, choice, and values

12. Feminist ethics
a. Care
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Resources Other

. Guide to Philosophy on the Internet: http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/philinks.htm

. The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://www.iep.utm.edu/1/iep-standards.htm

. The Standford Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://plato.stanford.edu/

Ethics Resources, A Guide to Using the World Wide Web in Ethics Teaching and Research: http://ethics.acusd.edu/resources.html
The American Philosophical Association: http://www.apa.udel.edu/apa/index.html

. Philosophy in Cyberspace: http://www-personal.monash.edu.au/~dey/phil/

The Journal of Ethics: https://link.springer.com/journal/10892

. The Journal of Moral Philosophy: https://brill.com/view/journals/jmp/jmp-overview.xml

. Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal: https://www.press.jhu.edu/journals/kennedy-institute-ethics-journal
. Teaching Ethics: https://www.pdcnet.org/tej

. Ethics: https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/toc/et/current
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