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Board of Trustees:
January 2026 

Academic Term:
Fall 2026 

Subject Code
HIST - History 

Course Number:
2700 

Title:
History of Modern Africa 

Catalog Description:
Explores Africa’s diverse and complex modern history from the end of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade to the present day. Students will 
examine major themes including the impact of Industrial Revolution, colonialism, Pan-Africanism, the effects of World Wars, and the 
struggles for independence. Contemporary African political ideologies, economics, cultures, and current challenges and triumphs will 
be examined as well. 

Credit Hour(s):
3 

Lecture Hour(s):
3 

Requisites
Prerequisite and Corequisite
ENG-1010 College Composition I; and any 1000 level history course. 

Outcomes
Course Outcome(s):
Analyze information and different kinds of texts, craft and evaluate arguments, and effectively communicate thoughtful arguments. 

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Critical/Creative Thinking: Analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to consider problems/ideas and transform them in 
innovative or imaginative ways. 

Objective(s):
1. Read primary sources from various Pan-African leaders and analyze and summarize various arguments.

2.  Compare and contrast the various political and economic strategies employed in independent Africa.

Course Outcome(s):
Discover the multitude of diverse cultures within Africa. 

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Cultural Sensitivity: Demonstrate sensitivity to the beliefs, views, values, and practices of cultures within and beyond the United 
States. 
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Objective(s):
1. Compare and contrast different African cultures through modern artistic expression including African film, literature, and music.
2. Compare and contrast the various African religions.
3. Review case studies of tribal or regional cultures.

Course Outcome(s):
Examine and analyze the transition between imperial rule and the development of independent African States. 

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Written Communication: Demonstrate effective written communication for an intended audience that follows genre/disciplinary 
conventions that reflect clarity, organization, and editing skills. 

Objective(s):
1. Demonstrate cause and effect of European colonialism on various African states.
2. Distinguish between the various schools of Imperial rule: British, French, Portuguese, Belgian, German, Italian.
3. Examine the influence of the Cold War on African independence movements, distinguish between white settler colonies and 

charter colonies.
4. Compare and contrast the various processes involved in African liberation movements.
5. Appraise Africa's shift towards democracy post 1990 as well as the rise of War Lords, the Green Belt movement, and the Arab 

Spring.
6. Demonstrate knowledge of contemporary African "failed" and "successful" States.

Course Outcome(s):
Demonstrate information literacy skills by assessing the influence of geography, trade, religion, and politics in a contemporary African 
culture. 

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Information Literacy: Demonstrate contextual awareness of the research process through the reflective discovery of the production 
and value of information, the use of information in the creation of new knowledge, and ethical participation in the use of information 
in communities of learning. 

Objective(s):
1. Find and recognize geographic sites on a map
2. Evaluate the pattern and roles of family, informal institutions, religious organizations, self-help associations, cultural groups, 

educational institutions in shaping cultural identity.
3. Analyze and interpret the contributions of specific leaders.

Methods of Evaluation:
1. Research paper or project
2. Case studies
3. Exams - objective and essay
4. Discussion Board Forums
5. Oral Presentations
6. Map assignments - Google earth
7. Group projects - based on proposed solutions to contemporary challenges

Course Content Outline:
1.  Africa and the rise of industrial capitalism

a. The end of the trans-Atlantic slave trade
b. The impact of industrial capitalism on Africa
c. African cash crops in the first half of the nineteenth-century 
d. The search for Ivory in East Africa
e. Political and military revolutions in Southern Africa

2. Colonial conquest of Africa
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a. Religious movements and state-building strategies of the nineteenth century 
b. The Scramble for Africa: Berlin Conference of 1884-1885
c. Creation of the Belgian Congo
d. The first wave of African resistance

i. Samori Toure in West Africa
ii. Mahdist resistance in Sudan

iii. Ethiopia's triumph over Italian forces
e. Creation of the Rhodesias
f. The South African War
g. The second wave of African resistance

i. The Maji Maji revolt
ii. The Herero of Namibia

3. Making colonial states   
a. World War I and Africa
b. The shift from occupied territories to colonial states
c. Indirect rule
d. Agrarian economies in White settler colonies
e. Settlers and plantations in African producer colonies
f. Mining economies and migratory labor
g. Origins of Pan-Africanism

4. Encounters with modernity 
a. Twentieth century medicine and public health
b. Schools and Western education
c. Religious changes

i. Spread of Mission Christianity
ii. Growth of African Independent churches

iii. Islam and colonial rule
5. World War II 

a. The Italian campaigns
b. The divided French colonies 
c. The effects of the war on Africans and Africa

6. Economic and human development in postwar Africa
a. Growth of colonial cities
b. Postwar development strategies

7. The struggle for political independence
a. African nationalist movements
b. Decolonization in settler states
c. Congo crisis 
d. Winning independence in British and French West Africa
e. The struggle for independence in Egypt
f. Federation and independence in British central Africa
g. Winning independence in Portuguese ruled Africa
h. The struggle for freedom in southern Africa 

8. The political legacy of colonial rule 
a. One party states
b. The role of the military in African politics
c. Civil wars, coups, and genocide
d. The economic legacy of underdevelopment and dependency 

9. Challenges of independence
a. Cold War competition in the Congo
b. Dilemmas of debt, climate change, and international aid 
c. Organization of African Unity

10. Contemporary Africa 
a. Democratic state formations of the 1990s and 2000s
b. The end of Apartheid
c. The Greenbelt movement
d. Women and politics
e. Political security 
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f. Debt relief, Chinese investments, and structural adjustment
g. AIDS: Health and healing
h. The Arab Spring 

11. Contemporary African culture 
a. Islam as a globalizing force
b. Modern African Churches
c. Contemporary African literature
d. Contemporary African film
e. Contemporary African music
f. Contemporary African art

Religious Accommodation

Before reviewing the course schedule, students should carefully review the following religious accommodation policy and other 
required instructional policies:

Religious Accommodation:

Students seeking an accommodation for absences permitted under Ohio's Testing Your Faith Act must provide the instructor 
with written notice of the specific dates for which the student requires an accommodation and must do so not later than fourteen 
(14) days after the first day of instruction. Please submit requests for accommodations at this link: https://portal2.tri-c.edu/
ReligiousAccommodation/ Religious Accommodation Form. Students with questions about their religious accommodations under 
Ohio's Testing Your Faith Act may contact the College's Office of General Counsel and Legal Services by phone at 216.987.4856 or via 
email at legal@tri-c.edu.

Other Required Instructional Policies:

https://www.tri-c.edu/student-resources/curriculum/documents/syllabus-part-b.pdf

Weekly Schedule

  Topics
Week 1 Introduction - Historiography, geography, and research methodologies
Week 2 The end of the trans - Atlantic slave trade 

1. Effects on West African societies 
2. The African diaspora

Week 3 The effects of industrial capitalism on Africa 
1. The push for cash crops in West Africa 
2. The quest for ivory in East Africa

Week 4 Political and military revolutions in Southern Africa 
1. The Mfecane 
2. The rise of Shaka and the Zulu

Week 5 The Scramble for Africa 
1. The Berlin Conference 
2. Creation of the Belgian Congo

Week 6 The first wave of African resistance 
1. Samori Toure in West Africa 
2. Mahdist resistance in Sudan 
3. Ethiopia's triumph over Italy

Week 7 The South African War 
1. The second wave of African resistance

Week 8 The making of colonial states 
1. World War I and Africa 
2. The shift from occupied territories to colonial states 
3. Origins of Pan-Africanism

Week 9 Encounters with modernity 
1. Twentieth - century medicine and public health 
2. Western education and missionaries

Week 10 World War II 
1. The Italian campaigns 
2. The divided French colonies 
3.The effects of the war on Africans and Africa 

https://portal2.tri-c.edu/ReligiousAccommodation/
https://portal2.tri-c.edu/ReligiousAccommodation/
https://www.tri-c.edu/student-resources/curriculum/documents/syllabus-part-b.pdf
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Week 11 Economic and human development in postwar Africa 
1.Growth of colonial cities 
2. Postwar development strategies

Week 12 The struggle for political independence 
1. African nationalist movements 
2. Decolonization in settler states 
3. The Congo crisis

Week 13 The political legacy of colonial rule 
1. One party states 
2. The role of the military in African politics 
3. Civil wars, coups, and genocide

Week 14 Challenges of independence 
1. Cold War competition in the Congo 
2. Dilemas of debt, climate change, and international aid

Week 15 Contemporary Africa 
1. Democratic state formations of the 1990s and 2000s 
2. The end of Apartheid 
3. The Greenbelt movement 
4. Debt, relief, Chinese investment and structural adjustment 
5. The Arab Spring

Week 16 Contemporary African culture 
1. Islam as a globalizing force 
2. Modern African churches 
3. Contemporary African literature 
4. Contemporary African film

The Course Schedule is subject to change due to pedagogical needs, instructor discretion, parts of term, and unexpected events.

Required/Recommended Readings
Readings may be selected from any of the following supplemental readings.
Harms, Robert. Africa in Global History with Sources. Norton, 2018
Decker, Alicia C. and  Arrington, Andrea L. Africanizing Democracies 1980 - Present. Oxford University Press. 2015
Grant, Kevin. The Congo Free State and the New Imperialism. Bedford St. Martin. 2017.
Maathai, Wangari. Unbowed: A Memoir. Anchor. 2007.

Resources for the Instructor
Al-Saleh, Assad. Voices of the Arab Spring: Personal Stories from the Arab Revolutions. Columbia university University Press, 2015.

Achebe, Chinua. Things Fall Apart. Penguin Classics Edition, 1994.

Berger, Iris. Women in Twentieth-Century Africa. Cambridge, 2016.

Burton, Mary Ingouville. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Ohio University Press, 2017.

Decker, Alicia C. and Arrington, Andrea L. Africanizing Democracies 1980 – Present. Oxford University, New York, 2015.

Cheeseman, Nic. Democracy in Africa: Successes, Failures, and the Struggle for Political Reform. Cambridge University Press, 2015.

Dangarembga, Tsitsi. Nervous Conditions. Second. Ayebia Clarke Publishing, 2004.
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Easterly, William. The Tyranny of Experts: Economists, Dictators, and the Forgotten Rights of the Poor. Basic Books, 2015.

French, Howard W. China's Second Continent: How a Million Migrants Are Building a New Empire in Africa. Vintage, 2015.

Freund, Bill. The Making of Contemporary Africa: The Development of African Society Since 1800 . 3rd. Lynne Rienner Publishers, 
Inc.;London, 2016.

Gordon, April and Gordon, Donald. Understanding Contemporary Africa, Fifth Edition. Lynne Rienner Publishers, London 2013 ,

Grinker, Roy Richard, et al. Perspectives on Africa: A Reader in Culture, History and Representation. Second. Wiley Blackwell, 2010.

Haas, Mark L. and Lesch, David W. The Arab Spring: The Hope and Reality of the Uprisings . 2nd. Westview Press, 2016.

Harms, Robert. Africa in Global History. Norton, 2018.

Kennedy, Dane. Decolonization: A Very Short Introduction . Oxford University Press, 2016.

Laumann, Dennis. Colonial Africa: 1884-1994, Second Ed.. Oxford University Press, 2018.

Moyo, Dambisa. Dead Aid: Why Aid Is Not Working and How There Is a Better Way for Africa . Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2010.

Nugent, Paul. Africa Since Independence: A Comparative History. Second. Palgrave MacMillian, London, 2012.

Schmidt, Elizabeth. Foreign Intervention in Africa: From the Cold War to the War on Terror . Cambridge, 2013.

Shellington, Kevin. History of Africa. 3rd. Palgrave, 2012.

Sheppard, Todd. Voices of Decolonization: A Brief History with Documents. Bedford St. Martins, 2014.

Smulewicz- Zucker, Gregory, Ed. The Political Thought of African Independence: An Anthology of Sources. Hackett Publishing, 2017.

Solomon, Barbara H. An African Quilt: 24 Modern African Stories. Signet Classics, 2012.

Stearns, Jason. Dancing in the Glory of Monsters: The Collapse of the Congo and the Great War of Africa . Persus Books, Public Affairs, 
2012.
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Thiong'o, Ngugi wa. A Grain of Wheat. Penguin Classics Edition, 2012.

Tripp, Aili Mari, et al. African Women's Movements: Transforming Political Landscapes. Cambridge University Press, 2008.

Wamariya, Clementine. The Girl Who Smiled Beads: A Story of War and What Comes After. Randon House, 2018.

Additional Resources for the Instructor
1. The Ghosts of Rwanda. PBS documentary
 2. Lummba.  Raoul Peck's film. 1991.
3.The Return of Sarah Baartman.  Icarus films. 2003.
4. Miners Shot Down.  Icarus films. 2014
5. Yesterday.  DVD. HBO Films. 2006.
6. Call Me Kuchu. DVD. Cinedigm Entertainment Group. 2012
7. The Greatest Silence: Rape in the Congo. DVD. Women Make Movies. 2007.
8. Nollywood Lady. DVD. Women Make Movies. 2008
9. Poetry of Resilience. DVD. Women Make Movies. 2011
10. "Must-see African movies of the 21st century". Peace Anyiam-Osigwe, CEO and Founder of the African Movie Academy Awards.
 https://www.cnn.com/2013/08/02/showbiz/must-see-african-movies/index.html   
11. BBC News online African music site. 
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cz4pr2gd40jt/african-music

Instructional Services
OAN Number:
Ohio Transfer 36 TMSBS 
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