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Subject Code
HIST - History

Course Number:
2150

Title:
African American History to 1877

Catalog Description:
Analysis and study of African American experiences to 1877 including African origins, the transatlantic slave trade, slavery,
resistance, Civil War, emancipation, and Reconstruction. This course emphasizes the contributions of African Americans to the
political, economic, social, and cultural development of the United States as well as the diversity of African American experiences
based on region, status, and gender.

Credit Hour(s):
3

Lecture Hour(s):
3

Requisites
Prerequisite and Corequisite
ENG-0995 Applied College Literacies, or appropriate score on English Placement Test; or departmental approval;
Note: ENG-0990 Language Fundamentals II taken prior to Fall 2021 will also meet prerequisite requirements.

Outcomes
Course Outcome(s):
Using quantitative and qualitative research methods, analyze and evaluate the diversity of historical experiences of African Americans
prior to 1877 that have influenced contemporary society. 

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Critical/Creative Thinking: Analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to consider problems/ideas and transform them in
innovative or imaginative ways.
Cultural Sensitivity: Demonstrate sensitivity to the beliefs, views, values, and practices of cultures within and beyond the United
States.
Information Literacy: Acquire, evaluate, and use information from credible sources in order to meet information needs for a specific
research purpose.
Written Communication: Demonstrate effective written communication for an intended audience that follows genre/disciplinary
conventions that reflect clarity, organization, and editing skills.

Objective(s):
1. Analyze and explain how the historical experiences of African Americans to 1877 have contributed to the social, political, and
economic development of the United States and influenced contemporary society.
2. Differentiate between majority and minority perspectives of events or issues related to the African and African American
experience.
3. Analyze how African American society and culture have been shaped by a variety of historical, economic, social, and political
factors.
4. Evaluate the diversity of the experiences of African Americans based on region, status, and gender.
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5. Explain how the socio-cultural status of African Americans and access to resources have been influenced by cultural practices
within historical, political, social, and economic systems.
6. Analyze and explain how slavery, colonialism, and ethnocentrism contributed to cultural biases that shaped the African and African
American experience.
7. Discuss the importance of viewing historical events from the perspective of the African and African American people in reducing
societal stereotyping and cultivating empathy and acceptance of African American culture.
8. Summarize and evaluate multi-disciplinary primary and secondary sources by and about the African and African American
experience prior to 1877.
9. Locate, evaluate, and utilize information from a variety of credible sources in a written or oral report to support a position on an
issue affecting the interpretation and/or experiences of African American history prior to 1877.
10. Identify geographic sites related to historical events of the transatlantic slave trade, comparative slave systems in the Western
hemisphere, and African American events in North America.

Methods of Evaluation:
1. Exams
2. Quizzes
3. Assignments
4. Discussions
5. Research Paper

Course Content Outline:
1. Introduction to course and African American historical discipline

a. Research methods and sources
b. Historiography
c. Emergence of African American historical discipline

i. Civil Rights Movement
ii. Women's Movement

iii. Struggle of minorities for equality and inclusion
2. Africa

a. Geographic diversity
b. Ethnic, linguistic, and cultural diversity
c. Origins of Humankind
d. Ancient Societies

3. West Africa
a. Empires of Ghana, Mali, and Songhay
b. Religious traditions
c. Political alliances and kinship
d. Benin
e. Slavery

4. Transatlantic slave trade
a. Origins
b. Role of Portuguese, Spanish, French, Dutch, and English
c. Middle Passage

i. Capture and confinement on the slave coast
ii. Conditions on the slave ships and human suffering

iii. Death tolls
d. Slavery in the Americas

i. Enslavement of Indigenous peoples
ii. Spanish colonies

iii. French colonies
iv. Portuguese Brazil
v. English colonies

5. North American Colonial Experience of Africans and African Americans
a. Chesapeake region
b. Carolinas
c. New England
d. Mid-Atlantic region
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e. French Louisiana
f. Spanish Florida

6. African American Life in the Eighteenth Century
a. Slaves and Free Blacks
b. African American Culture
c. Great Awakening

7. African Americans and the American Revolution
a. Road to Revolution
b. Black Patriots and Black Loyalists
c. Consequences of the American Revolution for African Americans

8. Slavery and Freedom in the new nation
a. Northwest Ordinance
b. Constitution and slavery
c. Cotton and the expansion of slavery
d. Urban Slavery
e. Free Blacks in the South
f. Free Blacks in the North  
g. Colonization debate
h. Missouri Compromise of 1820

9. African Americans in the Slave South
a. Domestic Slave Trade
b. Resistance to Slavery

i. Revolt
ii. Defiance

iii. Runaways and the Underground Railroad
c. Community and Culture
d. Labor, age, and gender

10. African Americans and the Struggle for Freedom in the North
a. Racial Discrimination
b. Growth of Free Black Communities
c. Creating a National Freedom Movement
d. Abolitionism

i. Moral Suasion
ii. Political action

iii. Gender
iv. Race

11. Slavery, Sectionalism, and the Coming of the Civil War
a. Expansion of Slavery in the Territories

i. Aftermath of the Mexican-American War
ii. Compromise of 1850 and the Fugitive Slave Law

b. Kansas-Nebraska Act
c. Dred Scott Decision
d. Harpers Ferry Raid
e. Election of 1860

12. Civil War
a. Causes
b. North and South at the Outset of War
c. Emancipation Proclamation
d. African Americans in the Union Military
e. African Americans in the Confederate Military
f. African Americans on the Northern Home Front
g. African Americans in the South
h. Outcome

13. Reconstruction
a. Thirteenth Amendment 
b. Social Transformations

i. Freedom and Family
ii. Church and Community

iii. Education
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c. Economic Realities
i. Sharecropping

ii. Crop Lien System
iii. Convict Lease System
iv. Black Codes

d. Political Reconstruction
i. Civil Rights Act of 1866

ii. Fourteenth Amendment
iii. Reconstruction Act of 1867
iv. Black Reconstruction
v. Fifteenth Amendment

vi. Civil Rights Act of 1875
e. African American Life outside of the South
f. An Unfinished Revolution
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