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Catalog Description:
Overview of spoken and written language development of young children. Theories and research related to language and literacy 
development and the role of the teacher in facilitating this development. Planning, implementing, and evaluating developmentally 
appropriate multicultural materials and experiences for language discovery and learning. Selection and integration of appropriate 
inclusive literature in early childhood settings. Students participate in lecture/lab setting, learning how to listen, talk and read to 
young children. Observations in an early childhood setting are required. 

Credit Hour(s):
3 

Lecture Hour(s):
2 
Lab Hour(s):
2 

Requisites
Prerequisite and Corequisite
ECED-1010 Introduction to Early Childhood Education: Children`s Development and Programs. 

Outcomes
Course Outcome(s):
Plan and organize a developmentally appropriate curriculum which fosters language and literacy development of young children. 

Objective(s):
1. Facilitate language and literature experiences with young children and prepare written plans to reflect these experiences.
2. Identify major theories of language acquisition and describe the relationship of language to physical/motor, cognitive, social, 

aesthetic, and emotional developments.
3. Describe strategies to expand children's skills in the four interrelated areas of the language arts: listening, speaking, writing and 

reading with special focus on use of literature experiences.
4. Articulate an understanding and appreciation of linguistic differences in the communication of children, their interest in and 

responses to literature experiences.
5. Identify the key concepts in brain development that are furthered by language and literacy experiences.
6. Describe anti-bias curriculum and cultural diversity and how it impacts planning.
7. Demonstrate an ability to incorporate state and national standards into planning appropriate language and literacy experiences for 

young children.
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Course Outcome(s):
Create and maintain a language and learning environment to meet the individual needs of all children. 

Objective(s):
1. Select and integrate appropriate inclusive literature in the classroom.
2. Design a child-centered language learning environment for young children, which is supportive of their cultural and linguistic 

diversity.
3. Create resource materials that support and enhance language and literacy development.

Course Outcome(s):
Implement and evaluate developmentally appropriate language and literacy experiences. 

Objective(s):
1. Plan, facilitate, and evaluate developmentally appropriate play activities that build language and literacy competence.
2. Evaluate the effects of commercial/educational media and computer technology on young children.
3. Compare classroom observation and facilitation to developmentally appropriate practices.
4. Demonstrate the use of documentation of authentic literacy experiences to communicate children’s learning.

Course Outcome(s):
Create opportunities to increase family involvement and knowledge of appropriate language and literacy experiences and processes. 

Objective(s):
1. Identify the importance of the family in children's language and literacy development and exposure to literature.
2. Explain and apply knowledge related to the role of the teacher in respecting and supporting children's language development 

within their families’ backgrounds.
3. Demonstrate knowledge of and respect for children’s diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds as they apply to children’s 

knowledge and use of language and literacy.

Methods of Evaluation:
1. Preparation of learning activity materials
2. Oral and written reports
3. Written observation
4. Quizzes and final examination
5. Documentation examples

Course Content Outline:
1. Language acquisition

a. Clarify definitions of language, communication and speech
b. Review the typical developmental sequence of oral and written language
c. Define phonology, semantics, syntax, and pragmatics
d. Discuss the genetic and environmental influences on young children's language development and the role of literature in the 

environment
e. Recognize the functional uses of language

2. Theories and research related to language acquisition
a. Cognitive-Developmental theory: Piaget
b. Psycho-Sociolinguistic theory: Vygotsky
c. Brain development

3. Language arts
a. Listening

i. Types of listening
ii. Auditory perception activities

iii. Learning activities and materials
iv. Importance of literature

b. Speaking
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i. Informal conversations/spontaneous language
ii. Dramatic play

iii. Small and large group times
iv. Learning activities and materials: literature dramatizations and storytelling

c. Writing
i. Relationships between drawing and writing

ii. Stages in writing development
iii. Learning activities and materials
iv. Print awareness and skill: recording children's stories

d. Reading
i. Sequence of reading behavior

ii. Reading methods: whole language, basal reading program, emergent literacy
iii. Learning activities and materials
iv. Literature experiences that support reading

4. Language learning environments
a. Designing settings for language discovery and use in the classroom: creation
b. Integrating language arts into the curriculum
c. Balancing teacher-initiated and child-initiated activities
d. Promoting a positive verbal environment
e. Providing a language-rich and print-rich environment
f. Choosing interesting materials, equipment, props for active learning
g. Utilizing the outdoors to expand language and concept development
h. Developing a daily schedule to support language, including role of small and large group story sharing
i. Promoting the importance of play and active engagement of children
j. Responding to children's needs and interests, including selection of developmentally appropriate literature

5. Role of the teacher
a. Models enthusiasm for learning and effective communication skills
b. Provides developmentally appropriate experiences and materials and selects appropriate, relevant literature
c. Interacts, responds and converses with children and staff using a variety of listening, describing, reflecting, encouraging, and 

questioning skills
d. Observes and evaluates the daily program

6. Diversity in communication
a. Standard English and dialect differences
b. Children whose first language is not English
c. Children with language delays and disorders
d. Stories that support diversity and reflect diversity

7. Media and technology
a. Impact of television on children's development
b. Use of computers with young children
c. Evaluation of commercial software for children
d. Exploration of teacher resources through computer links

8. Family
a. Role of the family, community, and culture in language development
b. Importance of the home/school continuity
c. Communication opportunities with parents

.

Religious Accommodation

Before reviewing the course schedule, students should carefully review the following religious accommodation policy and other 
required instructional policies:

Religious Accommodation:

Students seeking an accommodation for absences permitted under Ohio's Testing Your Faith Act must provide the instructor 
with written notice of the specific dates for which the student requires an accommodation and must do so not later than fourteen 
(14) days after the first day of instruction. Please submit requests for accommodations at this link: https://portal2.tri-c.edu/
ReligiousAccommodation/ Religious Accommodation Form. Students with questions about their religious accommodations under 
Ohio's Testing Your Faith Act may contact the College's Office of General Counsel and Legal Services by phone at 216.987.4856 or via 
email at legal@tri-c.edu.

https://portal2.tri-c.edu/ReligiousAccommodation/
https://portal2.tri-c.edu/ReligiousAccommodation/
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Other Required Instructional Policies:

https://www.tri-c.edu/student-resources/curriculum/documents/syllabus-part-b.pdf

Weekly Schedule

  Topics
Week 1 Introduction to Language and Literacy Foundations in Early Development
Week 2 Research Theorists, Brain Development and Connections to Whole Child.
Week 3 Oral Language Development to Enhance Communication Through Expressive and Receptive Language
Week 4 Emergent Literacy
Week 5 Identifying Appropriate Literature for Infants, Toddlers, and Preschool-aged Children
Week 6 Phonological Awareness
Week 7 Phonemic Awareness
Week 8 Language-rich Environments to Enhance Vocabulary Development and Comprehension Through Play
Week 9 Early Stages of Print Awareness and Writing Development
Week 10 Language and Literacy Development Through Storytelling, Puppets, Flannel Boards, and Story Dramatics
Week 11 Teacher’s role in Facilitating Planning, Implementing, and Evaluating Developmentally Appropriate Experiences
Week 12 The Role of Play in Language and Literacy Development
Week 13 Resource Materials That Support and Enhance Language and Literacy Development
Week 14 Authentic Assessment and Observation Strategies to Document Progress of Language and Literacy Development
Week 15 Families and Culture in Children's Language and Literacy Development.
Week 16 Integration of Technology and Media in Language and Literacy

The Course Schedule is subject to change due to pedagogical needs, instructor discretion, parts of term, and unexpected events.

Required/Recommended Readings
Readings may be selected from any of the following supplemental materials:
Zimbalist, A., Machado, J. Early Childhood Experiences in Language Arts
Friedman. Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs
Harms. Early Childhood Environment Rating Scales

Resources for the Instructor
Fleet, S., Farrall, S., & Ewing, R. . (2023) Language, literacy & early childhood education,

Trelease, J. and Giorgis, C. Jim Trelease's The Read Aloud Handbook. 8th. Penguin Books, 2019.

Vukelich, C., Enz, B.J., Roskos,A., Christie, J. . (2020) Helping young children learn language & literacy: Birth through kindergarten, Upper 
Saddle River: Pearson.

Wright, T. S., Cabell, S. Q., Duke, N. K., & Souto-Manning, M. . (2022) Literacy learning for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers: Key practices 
for educators., New York: Teachers College Press.

Schickendanz, J. A. So Much More Than the ABC's: The Early Stages of Reading and Writing. Washington, D.C.: National Association for 
the Education of Young Children, 2012.

Roskos, Kathleen and James Christie. Play and Literacy in Early Childhood; Research from Multiple Perspectives Edited 
by. 2nd. Routlege, 2007.

https://www.tri-c.edu/student-resources/curriculum/documents/syllabus-part-b.pdf
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Genishi, C. and Dyson, A. H. Children Language and Literacy: Diverse Learners in Diverse Times. Columbia University: Teacher's College 
Press, 2009. 

Morrow, L. M. Literacy Development in the Early Years. 9th ed. Pearson, 2019.

Hassinger#Das, B., Ridge, K., Parker, A., Golinkoff, R. M., Hirsh#Pasek, K., & Dickinson, D. K. . (2016) Building vocabulary knowledge in 
preschoolers through shared book reading and gameplay, 10. p 71-80.

Sabol, Terri J.; Bohlmann, Natalie L.; Downer, Jason T. Child . (2018) Low-Income ethnically diverse children’s engagement as a 
predictor of school readiness above preschool classroom quality. Child Development, 89, Issue 2, p. 556-576.

Wright, T. S., Cabell, S. Q., Duke, N. K., & Souto-Manning, M. (2025) Literacy learning for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers: Key practices 
for educators., NAEYC.
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