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Board of Trustees:
March 2026

Academic Term:
Fall 2026

Subject Code
DANC - Dance

Course Number:
2540

Title:
Jazz Dance

Catalog Description:

Second in a two-course sequence. Continuation of the principles of jazz dance techniques and styles. Students will further explore the
movements, terminology, and history of jazz at an intermediate level. Class will include warm up, center combinations and traveling
sequences.

Credit Hour(s):
1

Lab Hour(s):
3

Requisites

Prerequisite and Corequisite
DANC-1540 Jazz Dance I.

Outcomes
Course Outcome(s):
Perform jazz dance techniques at an intermediate level.

Objective(s):

1. Utilize correct body alignment and coordination at an intermediate level.

2. Discuss history of jazz dance

3. Identify music for jazz dance and discuss the various tempos involved.

4. Analyze performances of jazz dance, musical theatre, and/or related dance forms.

Methods of Evaluation:

Daily class participation and effort

Self-evaluation

Peer evaluation

Written assignments (e.g., journals, research, etc.)

Written quizzes or exams.

Performance review or critique (of live or recorded dance performance
Performance practicals
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Course Content Outline:
1. Body Awareness

a
b
c
d

. Basic strength and conditioning for core, lower body and upper body.
. Exercises for increasing mobility and range of motion.

. Body isolations.

. Parallel/Turnout positions of the legs.

2. Jazz Dance Positions & Movements

a
b
c
d
e
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. Positions of the feet.
. Positions of the arms.
. Contraction

. Hinge

. Flat backs

. Laterals

3. Center Combinations
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Demi-Plie and Grand Plie in 1st, 2nd and 4th.
. Tendu and Dégagé in 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th.

. Coupé, Passé Retiré and Développé.

. Jazz Pirouette (Relevé and Plie)

. Pivot Turns

Pas de bourrée

aveling Movements & Progressions
Kick ball change

. Grapevine

. Grande Battement

. Stylized Walks

. Jazz Runs

Chassé

. Chainés Turns (emphasizing arms and tempo)
. Jazz Pirouette in movement sequences

. Hitch kick

Jeté, grand

story
. Early American Jazz & Social Dance

. Jazz in Musical Theatre & Early Film
i. Broadway

ii. Hollywood
. Contemporary Jazz & Sub-genres
. Influential Artists

6. Performance

a

b
c

. Musicality
i. Polyrhythmic pattern

ii. Syncopated pattern
iii. Moderate pattern

. Stage Directions

. Performance Quality

Religious Accommodation

Befor

e reviewing the course schedule, students should carefully review the following religious accommodation policy and other

required instructional policies:

Religious Accommodation:

Students seeking an accommodation for absences permitted under Ohio's Testing Your Faith Act must provide the instructor

with written notice of the specific dates for which the student requires an accommodation and must do so not later than fourteen
(14) days after the first day of instruction. Please submit requests for accommodations at this link: https://portal2.tri-c.edu/
ousAccommodation/ Religious Accommodation Form. Students with questions about their religious accommodations under
Ohio's Testing Your Faith Act may contact the College’s Office of General Counsel and Legal Services by phone at 216.987.4856 or via

Religi

email

at legal@tri-c.edu.


https://portal2.tri-c.edu/ReligiousAccommodation/
https://portal2.tri-c.edu/ReligiousAccommodation/
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Other Required Instructional Policies:

https://www.tri-c.edu/student-resources/curriculum/documents/syllabus-part-b.pdf

Weekly Schedule

Topics

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

Week 8
Week 9

Week 10

Week 11

Week 12

Week 13

Week 14

Week 15

Week 16

Introduction to course. Movement practice of selected jazz technique(s). Warm up, conditioning, center combinations,
and traveling sequences. Focus on body awareness, musicality, jazz dance terminology, positions, movements, and
history.

Movement practice of selected jazz technique(s). Warm up, conditioning, center combinations, progressions, and
traveling sequences. Focus on body awareness, musicality, jazz dance terminology, positions, movements, and history.

Movement practice of selected jazz technique(s). Warm up, conditioning, center combinations, progressions, and
traveling sequences. Focus on body awareness, musicality, jazz dance terminology, positions, movements, and history.

Movement practice of selected jazz technique(s). Warm up, conditioning, center combinations, progressions, and
traveling sequences. Focus on body awareness, musicality, jazz dance terminology, positions, movements, and history.

Movement practice of selected jazz technique(s). Warm up, conditioning, center combinations, progressions, traveling
sequences, and choreography. Focus on body awareness, musicality, jazz dance terminology, positions, movements, and
history.

Movement practice of selected jazz technique(s). Warm up, conditioning, center combinations, progressions, traveling
sequences, and choreography. Focus on body awareness, musicality, jazz dance terminology, positions, movements, and
history.

Movement practice of selected jazz technique(s). Warm up, conditioning, center combinations, progressions, traveling
sequences, and choreography. Focus on body awareness, musicality, jazz dance terminology, positions, movements, and
history.

Warm up and conditioning; Midterm assessment and performance practical.

Movement practice of selected jazz technique(s). Warm up, conditioning, center work, progressions, traveling sequences,
and choreography. Focus on body and spatial awareness, musicality, jazz dance terminology and positions, history, and
performance concepts.

Movement practice of selected jazz technique(s). Warm up, conditioning, center work, progressions, traveling sequences,
and choreography. Focus on body and spatial awareness, musicality, jazz dance terminology and positions, history, and
performance concepts.

Movement practice of selected jazz technique(s). Warm up, conditioning, center work, progressions, traveling sequences,
and choreography. Focus on body and spatial awareness, musicality, jazz dance terminology and positions, history, and
performance concepts.

Movement practice of selected jazz technique(s). Warm up, conditioning, center work, progressions, traveling sequences,
and choreography. Focus on body and spatial awareness, musicality, jazz dance terminology and positions, history, and
performance concepts.

Movement practice of selected jazz technique(s). Warm up, conditioning, center work, progressions, traveling sequences,
and choreography. Focus on body and spatial awareness, musicality, jazz dance terminology and positions, history, and
performance concepts (including stage directions, performance quality).

Movement practice of selected jazz technique(s). Warm up, conditioning, center work, progressions, traveling sequences,
and choreography. Focus on body and spatial awareness, musicality, jazz dance terminology and positions, history, and
performance concepts.

Movement practice of selected jazz technique(s). Warm up, conditioning, center work, progressions, traveling sequences,
and choreography. Focus on body and spatial awareness, musicality, jazz dance terminology and positions, history, and
performance concepts.

Final performance practical and written assessment

The Course Schedule is subject to change due to pedagogical needs, instructor discretion, parts of term, and unexpected events.

Required/Recommended Readings
Instructor-developed handouts.

Resources for the Instructor
Kraines M. and Pryor E. Jump into Jazz: The Basics and beyond for the Jazz Dance Student. 5th. Boston: McGraw-Hill, 2005.

Henry, D. (2019) Essential Guide to Jazz Dance, The Crowood Press. ISBN: 9781785006357


https://www.tri-c.edu/student-resources/curriculum/documents/syllabus-part-b.pdf
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Guarino, L. and Wendy Oliver. (2014) Jazz Dance: A History of the Roots and Branches, The University Press of Florida. ISBN:
9780813061290

Hass, Jacqui Greene. (2024) Dance Anatomy, Human Kinetics. ISBN: 9781718219915

Luigi, Kriegel, L. P, & Roach, F. (1997) Luigi’s Jazz Warm Up, Princeton Book Company. ISBN: 9780871272027

Giordano, Gus. (1992) Jazz Dance Class: Beginning thru Advanced, Dance Horizons/Princeton Book Company. ISBN: 9780871271822

Miller, Norma and Evette Jensen. Swingin' at the Savoy . Temple University Press, 2001. ISBN: 9781566398497

Manning, F. and Millman, C. (2008) Frankie Manning: Ambassador of Lindy Hop, Temple University Press. ISBN: 9781592135646

Guarino, L., Jones, C. R. A, & Oliver, W. (2022) Rooted Jazz Dance: Africanist Aesthetics and Equity in the Twenty-First Century, University
Press Of Florida.

Additional Resources for the Instructor
Giordano Dance Chicago: https://www.giordanodance.org/history
Hubbard Street Dance Chicago: https://www.hubbardstreetdance.com/
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