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Board of Trustees:
May 2026 

Academic Term:
Fall 2026 

Subject Code
ASL - American Sign Language 

Course Number:
2010 

Title:
Intermediate American Sign Language I 

Catalog Description:
Continues the development of expressive and receptive skills in American Sign Language at the intermediate level. Emphasizes 
conversational fluency, spatial and classifier use, storytelling, and cultural competency. Students expand their vocabulary, refine 
grammatical accuracy, and explore cultural and linguistic aspects of the Deaf community through media, community engagement, 
and technology. 

Credit Hour(s):
4 

Lecture Hour(s):
3 
Lab Hour(s):
3 

Other Hour(s):
0 

Requisites
Prerequisite and Corequisite
ASL-1020 Beginning American Sign Language II, or 
departmental approval. 

Outcomes
Course Outcome(s):
Participate in short, social interactions in culturally appropriate ways, using contextualized words, phrases, sentences, and series of 
sentences, while continuing to build a repertoire of idiomatic expressions. 

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Cultural Sensitivity: Demonstrate sensitivity to the beliefs, views, values, and practices of cultures within and beyond the United 
States. 

Objective(s):
1. Conform to cultural behaviors in familiar situations. 
2. Discuss cultural differences related to signed communications. 
3. Observe and record various aspects of Deaf culture and ASL. 
4. Visit Deaf Clubs/organizations or ASL Clubs/organizations and describe experience in writing. 
5. Observe and report on various aspects of Deaf culture. 
6. Recognize and use some culturally appropriate vocabulary, as well as some, hand, facial, and body gestures when participating in 
everyday interactions. 
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Course Outcome(s):
Initiate, maintain, and end conversations and make simple presentations on a greater variety of familiar topics, in various timeframes. 

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Oral Communication: Demonstrate effective verbal and nonverbal communication for an intended audience that is clear, organized, 
and delivered effectively following the standard conventions of that language. 

Objective(s):
1. Imitate and properly execute signs learned from Beginning American Sign Language I and II. 
2. Ask and answer a greater variety of questions. 
3. Communicate basic needs and/or handle simple transactions. 
4. Make very simple predictions and hypotheses. 
5. Make simple requests, apologies, and excuses. 
6. State simple contradictions. 
7. Present short comparisons and contrasts. 
8. Give simple advice and recommendations. 
9. Provide short explanations or describe what people, places, and things are like with many details. 
10. Demonstrate feelings when signing. 
11. Demonstrate voice intonations when signing. 
12. Converse freely in long, detailed conversations. 
13. Demonstrate receptive and expressive skills at intermediate level.

Course Outcome(s):
Describe the main idea, as well as many details and idiomatic expressions, on a greater selection of familiar topics, with or without 
visual support, such as photos or objects, in a variety of texts and media. 

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Critical/Creative Thinking: Analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to consider problems/ideas and transform them in 
innovative or imaginative ways. 

Objective(s):
1. Use context to figure out overall meaning. 
2. Rely on knowledge of one’s own culture, but also utilize increasing knowledge of American Deaf culture to interpret texts. 
3. Identify the main idea in a variety of texts and media. 
4. Recognize details on a wide selection of familiar topics in a variety of texts and media.

Course Outcome(s):
Analyze, compare, and interpret ASL discourse and media to identify linguistic features, cultural meaning, and social implications. 

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Critical/Creative Thinking: Analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to consider problems/ideas and transform them in 
innovative or imaginative ways. 

Objective(s):
1. Identify and describe key linguistic features (e.g., classifiers, role shifting, spatial referencing, and non-manual markers) within ASL 

discourse and media.
2. Compare ASL storytelling and conversational structures to spoken-language equivalents to highlight visual-spatial differences.
3. Interpret the underlying cultural values and norms expressed through ASL narratives, vlogs, or performances.

Methods of Evaluation:
1. Written and signed receptive and expressive tests
2. Quizzes
3. Written assignments
4. Projects
5. Video assignments
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Course Content Outline:
1. Idioms, Expressions, and Figurative Language

a. Presentation of idioms and common ASL expressions
b. Recognition of figurative versus literal meanings
c. Exploration of ASL expressions that do not have direct English equivalents
d. Integration of ASL idioms in storytelling and everyday discourse

2. Intermediate Conversation Skills
 
a. Engaging in conversations to meet basic needs and handle transactions
b. Making predictions and hypotheses using appropriate ASL grammar
c. Expressing requests, apologies, and excuses
d. Discussing contradictions, comparisons, and contrasts
e. Giving advice, expressing opinions, and offering recommendations
f. Describing people, places, and things in detail

3. Advanced Storytelling and Narrative Development
 
a. Creating complex, long, and detailed stories in ASL
b. Describing spatial layouts and visual scenes (e.g., floor plans, furniture placement)
c. Expressing complaints, suggestions, and requests using culturally appropriate norms
d. Incorporating role shifting and constructed action/dialogue

4. Comprehension and Discourse Skills
 
a. Developing expressive clarity, consistency, and non-manual markers
b. Enhancing receptive understanding through contextual cues
c. Identifying main ideas and supporting details in ASL discourse and media
d. Recognizing idiomatic expressions and cultural references in context
e. Using background and cultural knowledge to interpret meaning

5. Deaf Culture and Community Engagement
a. Exploring culturally appropriate vocabulary, expressions, and body language
b. Identifying and demonstrating key cultural behaviors in the Deaf community
c. Analyzing cultural differences in communication norms between Deaf and hearing cultures
d. Participating in Deaf community events, organizations, or ASL-related activities

Religious Accommodation

Before reviewing the course schedule, students should carefully review the following religious accommodation policy and other 
required instructional policies:

Religious Accommodation:

Students seeking an accommodation for absences permitted under Ohio's Testing Your Faith Act must provide the instructor 
with written notice of the specific dates for which the student requires an accommodation and must do so not later than fourteen 
(14) days after the first day of instruction. Please submit requests for accommodations at this link: https://portal2.tri-c.edu/
ReligiousAccommodation/ Religious Accommodation Form. Students with questions about their religious accommodations under 
Ohio's Testing Your Faith Act may contact the College's Office of General Counsel and Legal Services by phone at 216.987.4856 or via 
email at legal@tri-c.edu.

Other Required Instructional Policies:

https://www.tri-c.edu/student-resources/curriculum/documents/syllabus-part-b.pdf

Weekly Schedule

  Topics
Week 1 Course introduction, review of ASL 1 & 2 foundations, expectations, community norms, and expressive confidence-

building
Week 2 Complaints, Suggestions, and Requests
Week 3 Making polite and indirect requests 

https://portal2.tri-c.edu/ReligiousAccommodation/
https://portal2.tri-c.edu/ReligiousAccommodation/
https://www.tri-c.edu/student-resources/curriculum/documents/syllabus-part-b.pdf
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Week 4 Review and Assessment
Week 5 Discussing the Home
Week 6 Giving directions within a space
Week 7 Review and Assessment
Week 8 Storytelling and Narrative Development
Week 9 Review and assessment; introduction to Unit 16
Week 10 Advanced narratives and conversations about daily life, community, and culture
Week 11 Applying spatial descriptions (e.g., floor plans, layouts); visual sequencing
Week 12 Review and assessment; introduction to Unit 17
Week 13 Abstract and conceptual signing; discussing opinions, emotions, and experiences
Week 14 ASL in contemporary contexts: media, technology, and Deaf representation
Week 15 Final storytelling presentations; peer feedback and reflection
Week 16 Comprehensive review, discussion of Deaf community engagement experiences, and final

The Course Schedule is subject to change due to pedagogical needs, instructor discretion, parts of term, and unexpected events.

Required/Recommended Readings
Lentz, Ella Mae, Ken Mikos, and Cheri Smith. Signing Naturally: Units 13–17

Resources for the Instructor
Holcomb, Roy S. Silence is Golden: Sometimes. Berkeley, CA: Dawn Press Sign, 1985. 

Humphries, Tom and Carol Padden. Deaf in America: Voices from A Culture. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1988. 

Klima, Edward, and Ursula Bellugi. The Signs of Language. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1979. 

Gannon, Jack R. The Week the World Heard Gallaudet. Washington, D.C.: Gallaudet University Press, 2009. 

A. Smith, Cheri, Lentz, Ella Mai, and Mikos, Ken. Signing Naturally Units 1-6. San Diego, CA: DawnSign Press, 2008. 

B. Lentz, Ella Mae, Ken Mikos, and Cheri Smith. Signing Naturally. Units 7-12, Teacher's Curriculum Guide. San Diego, California: 
DawnSignPress, 2014. 

C. Lentz, Ella Mae, Ken Mikos, and Cheri Smith. Signing Naturally. Level 2. San Dieago, California: DawnSignPress, 1989. 

Additional Resources for the Instructor
Baker-Shenk, Charlotte, and Dennis Cokely. American Sign Language: A Teacher's Resource Text on Grammar and Culture. Gallaudet 
University Press, 2020.
Barlow, Rochelle. ASL Grammar: The Workbook. CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2018.
Humphrey, Janice H., and Bob J. Alcorn. So You Want to Be an Interpreter? 5th ed., DawnSignPress, 2020.
Laurens, Roxie. American Sign Language Workbook: Exercises to Build Your Signing Vocabulary. Independently published, 2020.

Instructional Services
OAN Number:
Transfer Assurance Guide OFL027 and OLF030 (1 of 2 courses, both must be taken) 
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